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THE PRIVILEGE OF GIVING

1. To whom does this earth belong?
Psalms 24:1: “The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof; the
world, and they that dwell therein.”
Psalms 50:12: “If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the
world is mine, and the fullness thereof.”
[Further Study]
1 Corinthians 10:26 “For the earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness
thereof.”

2. What does the Bible especially mention as belonging to
the Lord?
Haggai 2:8: “The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the
Lord of hosts.”
Psalms 50:10-11: “For every beast of the forest is mine, and the
cattle upon a thousand hills. I know all the fowls of the
mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are mine.”
[Further Study]
Deuteronomy 10:14 “Behold, the heaven and the heaven of
heavens is the LORD’S thy God, the earth also, with all that
therein is.”

3. As beneficial and necessary as money is, what happens
when it is coveted and loved instead of the Lord?
1 Timothy 6:9-10: “But they that will be rich fall into temptation
and a snare, and into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown
men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money is the
root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred
from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many
sorrows.”
Matthew 19:23-24: “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, Verily I
say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom
of heaven. And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the
kingdom of God.”

4. From whom does man receive his ability to acquire
money?
Deuteronomy 8:18: “But thou shalt remember the LORD thy
God: for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth, . . . .” www.gospel-workers.com
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Acts 17:28: “For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets
have said, For we are also his offspring.”
Ecclesiastes 5:19: “Every man also to whom God hath given riches and wealth, and hath given
him power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his labour; this is the gift of
God.”

5. When must we give an account of our goods?
Luke 12:20: “But God said unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then
whose shall those things be, which thou hast provided?”
[Further Study]
Luke 12:16-21 “And he spake a parable unto them, saying, The ground of a certain rich man
brought forth plentifully: And he thought within himself, saying, What shall I do, because I have no
room where to bestow my fruits? And he said, This will I do: I will pull down my barns, and build
greater; and there will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, thou
hast much goods laid up for many years; take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry. But God said
unto him, Thou fool, this night thy soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things
be, which thou hast provided? So is he that layeth up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward
God.”
1 Timothy 6:7: “For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.”
[Further Study]
Psalms 49:10, 16-17 “For he seeth that wise men die, likewise the fool and the brutish person
perish, and leave their wealth to others. . . . Be not thou afraid when one is made rich, when the
glory of his house is increased; For when he dieth he shall carry nothing away: his glory shall not
descend after him.”

6. Has God promised to provide for us?
Psalms 37:25: “I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken,
nor his seed begging bread.”
Isaiah 33:16: “. . . bread shall be given him; his water shall be sure.”

7. What should our attitude be about our daily needs?
Matthew 6:25-26: “Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or
what ye shall drink, nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than meat, and
the body than raiment? Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor
gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?”
Matthew 6:33-34: “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these
things shall be added unto you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for the morrow shall
take thought for the things of itself. Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.”

8. Does that mean we can be lazy and just let God drop our needs into our laps?
1 Timothy 5:8: “But if any provide not for his own, and specially for those of his own house, he
hath denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.”
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[Further Study]
Genesis 3:19 “In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for
out of it wast thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.”
Ecclesiastes 9:10 “Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for there is no work,
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.”
1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 “And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to
work with your own hands, as we commanded you; That ye may walk honestly toward them that
are without, and that ye may have lack of nothing.”
2 Thessalonians 3:7-10 “For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: for we behaved not
ourselves disorderly among you; Neither did we eat any man’s bread for nought; but wrought
with labour and travail night and day, that we might not be chargeable to any of you: Not because
we have not power, but to make ourselves an ensample unto you to follow us. For even when we
were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat.”

9. What portion of our income does the Lord claim as His?
Leviticus 27:30, 32: “And all the tithe of the land, whether of the seed of the land, or of the fruit of
the tree, is the LORD’S: it is holy unto the LORD. . . . And concerning the tithe of the herd, or of the
flock, even of whatsoever passeth under the rod, the tenth shall be holy unto the LORD.”
 
We are each one a steward of God, entrusted with His goods. All things belong to the Lord, He allows us
to use 9/10 and asks only 1/10 in return. When we pay our tithe, we are only returning to Him what is
already His own.

10. What special blessing is promised when we faithfully return our tithe to the Lord?
And for what reason are we cursed?
Malachi 3:8-10: “Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we
robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this
whole nation. Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in mine house,
and prove me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of
heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.”

11. From what portion of our income is the tithe to be taken?
Proverbs 3:9-10: “Honour the LORD with thy substance, and with the firstfruits of all thine
increase: So shall thy barns be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.”
Deuteronomy 14:22: “Thou shalt truly tithe all the increase of thy seed, that the field bringeth
forth year by year.”

To return tithe with the firstfruits means tithe is the first thing paid before any personal expenses are
paid.

12. What is the only purpose for which the tithe is to be used?
Numbers 18:6-7: “And I, behold, I have taken your brethren the Levites from among the children
of Israel: to you they are given as a gift for the LORD, to do the service of the tabernacle of the 



GOSPEL WORKERS MINISTRY PAGE 4

LESSON 18: THE PRIVILEGE OF GIVING
 

congregation. Therefore thou and thy sons with thee shall keep your priest’s office for every thing
of the altar, and within the vail; and ye shall serve: I have given your priest’s office unto you as a
service of gift: and the stranger that cometh nigh shall be put to death.”
Numbers 18:21, 24: “And, behold, I have given the children of Levi all the tenth in Israel for an
inheritance, for their service which they serve, even the service of the tabernacle of the
congregation. . . . But the tithes of the children of Israel, which they offer as an heave offering
unto the LORD, I have given to the Levites to inherit: therefore I have said unto them, Among the
children of Israel they shall have no inheritance.”
[Further Study]
Nehemiah 12:44 “And at that time were some appointed over the chambers for the treasures, for
the offerings, for the firstfruits, and for the tithes, to gather into them out of the fields of the cities
the portions of the law for the priests and Levites: for Judah rejoiced for the priests and for the
Levites that waited.”
Hebrews 7:5 “And verily they that are of the sons of Levi, who receive the office of the priesthood,
have a commandment to take tithes of the people according to the law, that is, of their brethren,
though they come out of the loins of Abraham:”
1 Corinthians 9:13-14: “Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live of the
things of the temple? and they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar? Even so hath
the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel.”

13. Should ministers and workers of the gospel pay tithe on their income that comes
from tithe?
Numbers 18:26: “Thus speak unto the Levites, and say unto them, When ye take of the children of
Israel the tithes which I have given you from them for your inheritance, then ye shall offer up an
heave offering of it for the LORD, even a tenth part of the tithe.”

14. Beside the tithe, what else are we to give?
Psalms 96:8: “Give unto the LORD the glory due unto his name: bring an offering, and come into
his courts.”
[Further Study]
Exodus 35:4-5 “And Moses spake unto all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying, This is
the thing which the LORD commanded, saying, Take ye from among you an offering unto the
LORD: whosoever is of a willing heart, let him bring it, an offering of the LORD; gold, and silver,
and brass,”
Exodus 36:3-5 “And they received of Moses all the offering, which the children of Israel had
brought for the work of the service of the sanctuary, to make it withal. And they brought yet unto
him free offerings every morning. And all the wise men, that wrought all the work of the
sanctuary, came every man from his work which they made; And they spake unto Moses, saying,
The people bring much more than enough for the service of the work, which the LORD
commanded to make.”
Deuteronomy 12:6 “And thither ye shall bring your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices, and your
tithes, and heave offerings of your hand, and your vows, and your freewill offerings, and the
firstlings of your herds and of your flocks:”
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Nehemiah 12:44 “And at that time were some appointed over the chambers for the treasures, for
the offerings, for the firstfruits, and for the tithes, to gather into them out of the fields of the cities
the portions of the law for the priests and Levites: for Judah rejoiced for the priests and for the
Levites that waited.”

15. What portion of our income should be given as a freewill offering unto the Lord?
Deuteronomy 16:17: “Every man shall give as he is able, according to the blessing of the LORD
thy God which he hath given thee.”
Luke 12:48: “. . . For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required: and to
whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the more.”
[Further Study]
2 Corinthians 8:12 “For if there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath,
and not according to that he hath not.”

16. What is to be our attitude when giving to support God’s work?
Matthew 10:8: “Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead, cast out devils: freely ye have
received, freely give.”
2 Corinthians 9:7: “Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not
grudgingly, or of necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver.”
Matthew 6:3-4: “But when thou doest alms (charity), let not thy left hand know what thy right
hand doeth: That thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret himself shall
reward thee openly.”
[Further Study]
Isaiah 32:8 “But the liberal deviseth liberal things; and by liberal things shall he stand.”

17. If we fail to pay our tithes and offerings, of what does the Lord say we are guilty?
Malachi 3:8: “Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed
thee? In tithes and offerings.”

18. What example of faithful giving is recorded in the Gospels?
Mark 12:41-44: “And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people cast money
into the treasury: and many that were rich cast in much. And there came a certain poor widow,
and she threw in two mites, which make a farthing. And he called unto him his disciples, and saith
unto them, Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which have
cast into the treasury: For all they did cast in of their abundance; but she of her want did cast in
all that she had, even all her living.”
[Further Study]
Luke 2l:1-4 “And he looked up, and saw the rich men casting their gifts into the treasury. And he
saw also a certain poor widow casting in thither two mites. And he said, Of a truth I say unto you,
that this poor widow hath cast in more than they all: For all these have of their abundance cast in
unto the offerings of God: but she of her penury hath cast in all the living that she had.”
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19. How is our love for Christianity shown by our giving?
Luke 12:34: “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”

20. What final reward awaits the faithful giver?
Psalms 50:5: “Gather my saints together unto me; those that have made a covenant with me by
sacrifice.”
Matthew 25:21: “His lord said unto him, Well done, thou good and faithful servant: thou hast
been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into the joy of
thy Lord.”

“In the Hebrew economy one tenth of the income of the people was set apart to support the
public worship of God. . . .

 
“But the tithing system did not originate with the Hebrews. From the earliest times the Lord
claimed a tithe as His, and this claim was recognized and honored. Abraham paid tithes to

Melchizedek, the priest of the most high God. Genesis 14:20. Jacob, when at Bethel, an exile and a
wanderer, promised the Lord, ‘Of all that Thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto Thee.’

Genesis 28:22. As the Israelites were about to be established as a nation, the law of tithing was
reaffirmed as one of the divinely ordained statutes upon obedience to which their prosperity

depended.
 

“The system of tithes and offerings was intended to impress the minds of men with a great truth–
that God is the source of every blessing to His creatures, and that to Him man’s gratitude is due

for the good gifts of His providence. . . .
 

“The tithe was to be exclusively devoted to the use of the Levites, the tribe that had been set
apart for the service of the sanctuary.

 
“In the days of Israel the tithe and freewill offerings were needed to maintain the ordinances of

divine service. Should the people of God give less in this age? The principle laid down by Christ is
that our offerings to God should be in proportion to the light and privileges enjoyed. ‘Unto

whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required.’ Luke 12:48. Said the Saviour to His
disciples as He sent them forth, ‘Freely ye have received, freely give.’ Matthew 10:8. As our

blessing and privileges are increased—above all, as we have before us the unparalleled sacrifice
of the glorious Son of God—should not our gratitude find expression in more abundant gifts to

extend to others the message of salvation? The work of the gospel, as it widens, requires greater
provision to sustain it than was called for anciently; and this makes the law of tithes and offerings
of even more urgent necessity now than under the Hebrew economy. If His people were liberally
to sustain His cause by their voluntary gifts, instead of resorting to unchristian and unhallowed

methods to fill the treasury, God would be honored, and many more souls would be won to
Christ.
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“The plan of Moses to raise means for the building of the tabernacle was highly successful. No
urging was necessary. Nor did he employ any of the devices to which churches in our day so

often resort. He made no grand feast. He did not invite the people to scenes of gaiety, dancing,
and general amusement; neither did he institute lotteries, nor anything of this profane order, to
obtain means to erect the tabernacle for God. The Lord directed Moses to invite the children of
Israel to bring their offerings. He was to accept gifts from everyone that gave willingly, from his

heart. And the offerings came in so great abundance that Moses bade the people cease bringing,
for they had supplied more than could be used.

 
“God had made men His stewards. The property which He has placed in their hands is the means

that He has provided for the spread of the gospel. To those who prove themselves faithful
stewards He will commit greater trusts. Saith the Lord, ‘Them that honor Me I will honor.’ 1

Samuel 2:30. ‘God loveth a cheerful giver,’ and when His people, with grateful hearts, bring their
gifts and offerings to Him, ‘not grudgingly, or of necessity,’ His blessing will attend them, as He has
promised. ‘Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in Mine house, and
prove me now herewith, saith the Lord of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and

pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.’ Malachi 3:10.”
Patriarchs and Prophets, pages 525, 526, 528-529.

 
 


