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CAN SATAN IMPERSONATE CHRIST?

pagel Pastor Jack Jones

I’d like to begin by reading a rather scary verse of Scripture from Revelation 12:12. While the apostle
John was in holy vision he heard a loud voice from heaven that said, “Woe to the inhabiters of the earth
and of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he
hath but a short time.” A short time to do what? And to what time period does this refer? Well, first of
all the context of this verse is when Satan and his angels were cast out of heaven, and according to the
Bible, this world is only about 6,000 years old, not billions and billions, which makes the theory of
evolution fake news.

So, when you compare eternity, because God is eternal, with 6,000 years, I would say it’s a short time,
wouldn’t you? Not only was it a short time from the time Satan and his angels were cast out until now,
but it’s way shorter than it is from now until Jesus comes. If shorter was short 6000 years ago, then it’s
almost like minutes till the end of this world’s history, and there’s not a lot of time left now to get right
with God. As you follow down through the rest of this chapﬁ@r, in just a few short verses it covers the
whole period from the time when there was war incheaven to the time in which we are living today.

Now, when Satan was cast out of heaven, where did he go? w he was cast into the earth; but
where specifically did he go? In Genesis 3 the next place we fi im is when he’s perched in the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil through the medium of a serﬂ>ent And after Adam and Eve sinned, in
verse 15 God says to the serpent, “I will put enmity between thee and (who?) the woman (I will make
you and the woman hate each other. What woman, Eve? Yes, but this has a much broader application
than her physical descendants, because Satan can’t physically pro-create in order for there to be
continued enmity. Let’s read on), “I will put enmity between thee and the woman and between thy
seed (that would be Satan’s followers) and her seed (God’s followers); it (this enmity, or this hostility
between the two) shall bruise thy head (a fatal blow), and |.| ou (Satan) shalt bruise his (Christ’s) heel.”
Did Satan hurt Christ? He sure did. At the cross Christ w urt but He came forth from the grave and
is alive for ever more, but not so with Satan, because in - nd he will be completely destroyed.

And so, this woman referred to here is not Eve primar sents Christ’s church, and this same

woman is mentioned in verse 17 of this same chap > '-;f_f nd the dragon was wroth with
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think this verse means this, or this passage means that. No! We must allow God to explain Himself by
comparing Scripture with Scripture, here a little and there a little as it says in Isaiah 28:10.

In Jeremiah 6:2 God says, “I have likened the daughter of Zion (the Jewish nation, or God’s Old
Testament church) to a comely and delicate woman.” And in Isaiah 51:16 we’re told that Zion
represents God’s people. You see, in Old Testament times the Jewish nation was God’s people, but now
in the New Testament it’s Christ’s church. Why? Because the Jews rejected Jesus as the long looked for
Mesiah and were responsible for His death, and as a result, those who accepted Him became His
people, or His church. Have you ever wondered what the word “church” means? It means “a calling
out”, and in this instance it’s a calling out from those who rejected Christ and His truth to begin a new
movement called the Christian church.

Now, getting back to Revelation 12 and Satan being cast out of heaven and going after what verse 17
calls “the remnant of her seed”, or “the remaining ones” or the last of the woman’s seed. This verse
brings us down to the time just before Jesus comes. Because notice once again what the verse says:
“And the dragon (Satan) was wroth (or angry) with the woman (Christ’s church), and went to make war
with the remnant of her seed (or the last day church), which (do what?) keep the commandments of
God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.”

And so, very clearly here, the last day church will be commandment keepers, all ten, and have the
testimony of Jesus Christ. And Revelation 19:10 tells us that “the testimony of Jesus is the Spirit of
prophecy”, or the prophetic gift. Now, there’s a lot that could be said about “the spirit of prophecy”,
but we don’t have the time to unpack all that that phrase means. Suffice it to say that God’s remnant,
or His last day church, have two identifying characteristics; they keep the commandments of God and
have the prophetic gift manifest within their midst, and just e two things alone eliminates nearly
every Christian denomination that claims to have the truth Wgnd I’'m going to have to leave it
right there, because that’s not the thrust of the message t4)day:{ 4

Now, we read earlier that the devil has great wrath agalflst God’s last day church and that he knows
that he only has but a short time to do something, and I asked a minute ago, “a short time to do what?”
Well, it seems pretty clear that he has just a short time to accomplish his work of deception, because
that’s what Satan’s does. He is the great deceiver. In John 8 4}"3 esus said that Satan is the father of lies.
in other words lying started with him, and Revelation 12‘ i S |1t is he who deceives the whole world.
So, we have to ask themselves, “in what way is Satan g 18 td try to trick people in these last days,
does that make sense? ]|”

Well, it’s pretty clear from what we read in Revelatia it has something to do with the 10
Commandments, because that’s one of the identifyir stlcs of the remnant that the devil
doesn t like. Satan has had a lot of practlce .
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So, there are two important points about this verse that we need to unpack. #1, Michael, or Christ, is
going to stand up, which means He was sitting down, and what does that mean? And #2, if we want to
be delivered when Jesus comes, we must be found written in “the book.” So, what does it mean when
Christ stands up? Well, in order to determine what standing up means, we need to know what it means
when He is sitting down. So let’s go to Hebrews 12:2 for the answer. The apostle Paul tells us that if we
want to win the race for eternal life that is set before us, we must look “unto Jesus the author and
finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is (what) set down at the right hand of the throne of God.”

When Jesus ascended to heaven after His resurrection and was set down, it was for the purpose of
being our advocate and High Priest before the Father, according to 1 John 2:1, but in Daniel 12:1 He
stands up, which means He is no longer pleading our case before the throne of God, because His work
as our mediator is finished, which in turn means that human probation is closed. So, we can be
thankful this morning that Jesus is still sitting down, amen? However, the time is soon coming when
every case will have been decided for eternal life or eternal death, and once that happens, that decision
can never be changed. That’s why Revelation 22:11, 12 says, “He that is unjust, let him be unjust still:
and he which is filthy, let him be filthy still: and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still: and he
that is holy, let him be holy still. And behold, (says Jesus) I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to
give every man according as his work shall be.” And so, it means everything for us to be righteous and
holy when that pronouncement is made, because that’s what we must be to have our names registered
and retained in the Lamb’s book of life.

The Bible indicates that before Jesus comes there will T}Qf* supernatural phenomena taking place.
Revelation 16:14 says, “the spirits of devils, working miracles” will “go forth unto the kings of the earth
(that would be to Presidents, Prime Ministers, and d.lgators ike) and of the whole world” to fasten
them in Satan’s deception, and urge them on to unite with t s of evil in his last struggle against
the government of heaven. You see, this struggle; this war, began where? In heaven, and Satan and his
evil angels lost the battle and were cast down to this earuh to Contlnue the warfare here. And so, as far
as this earth is concerned, this war started in the Garden with Adam and Eve, and this battle is for the
souls of men and women, and it’s been going on ever since, and the verse we just read indicates that
rulers and subjects alike will be deceived. Remember what Jesus said when He was here? In Matthew
24:24 He said, “For there shall arise false Christs, and fa ] _;ophets, and shall shew great signs and
wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall e the very elect.” And so, except for a

small remnant, or “the elect”, the whole world is going to eceived.
/it

Jesus said that before the great controversy betwee Christ and Satan is over, there will be people,
inspired by Satan, and ultimately Satan himself, who to be Christ and claim the worship
that belongs to the real Christ. This has happened ir will happen in the future. Are you
begmnlng to get the plcture? Satan s last sreat deception TOWT Hﬁ-'_‘act if you will, is going to be

1mpeg§orfate ]es s Christ. Has n’t Christ '_ rch, fc cel rles now, professed to be
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evidence in the Bible that there are other worlds that God has created, but there is no evidence that
there are other worlds that have fallen into sin, nor is there any evidence that unfallen worlds are able
to visit our planet. None! The only evidence we have from the Bible that there are any non-humans
that have access to earth are the holy angels and Satan and his cohorts that were cast out of heaven,
that’s it!

So, if there are sightings of unidentified aerial phenomena or non-human beings that have been seen
or contacted, they have to either be the devil and his angels, or the holy angels that have God’s
permission to visit His people from time to time, and yes, there is Bible evidence of that. But I can tell
you for certain that the holy angels aren’t going to be flying around in spaceships or make it appear as
such, because their purpose is not to deceive. But the devil and his angels, yes, they will do whatever it
takes to fool people, and in the near future make them believe that Satan is the Christ who has finally
come to save the world. And I think you will agree that this world needs saving with all the craziness
that’s going on today.

However, Satan is the great deceiver, and our great adversary, and his motivation is not to save the
world, but to receive the worship and adoration that only Christ deserves. Remember what it says
about Lucifer, or Satan in Isaiah 14:14? It says there that his ambition is to “be like the most High.” And
80, we can see that it has been Satan’s plan all along to make people think that he is God. His whole
selfish purpose revolves around hurting Christ and warring against Christ by causing the people He
loves to be eternally lost, and to take worship to himself..He’s mad because he’s been kicked out of
heaven and he’s mad and jealous of Christ, or Michael, beﬁlse He’s the One responsible for ousting
him. ;

Now, a few moments ago I gave you evidence that Satan w 1l i rsonate Christ before He comes
back, Jesus said so Himself, and he does this in an effort to decei ople into believing that Christ has
come, and he has to do it before Christ comes, because he’s not going to do it after Christ comes; that
would make no sense, because by then it’ll be too late. Tl',le only thing that makes sense is for Satan to
do it at the time of the end when Bible prophecy is being fulﬁ,lled Satan knows the Bible, after all, he
quoted it to Jesus when He was in the wilderness of temp atlon, if you remember.

Now let me just say this before we go any further, becaus e the re are some who wonder about whether
or not Satan will impersonate Christ before or after humai | pre ﬂ)atlon is closed. Some say before, some
say after, but I believe it could be both, and I’ll tell you why '} In 1 Peter 4:17 it says, “that judgment must
begin at the house of God”, or with those who know the 1 uth and have accepted Christ as Lord and
Saviour. But in these last days there are many who ha had the opportunity to know the truth,
and God will not condemn anyone who has not had th y to make an intelligent decision for
or against the truth. So it seems perfectly logica1 ¢ vho are settled into the truth so they
can’t be moved by Satan S last day dece t1 3 }ﬂflﬁdl’s impersonation of Christ,
:-whﬂ'e ‘those who h 1tel 1gent dec131on may very well
; 'foo _-': >fo 'r’l ;




unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps (or the breast)
with a golden girdle. (Now listen) His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his
eyes were as a flame of fire; and his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his
voice as the sound of many waters.”

Do you think Satan will manifest himself this way? Why wouldn’t he if his goal is to deceive people
that have read their Bibles? After all, he has the power to perform miracles, not miracles that he
pretends to do, but miracles he actually has power to do. He will make himself appear more glorious
than anything we’ve ever seen. And guess what? Nearly the whole world, except for that remnant we
read about, will believe that Christ has come! They will be overcome by this miracle and bow in
adoration before him as he lifts up his hands and pronounce a blessing upon them, just as Christ
blessed His disciples when He was upon the earth. In other words, he will make himself appear as
much like Christ as he possibly can, both in appearance and in demeaner, because how else is he going
to make this last day deception believable? Think about it, even mankind can make things appear real
in movies and videos and holograms, and don’t you think Satan is much more in advance of mankind
when it comes to deception? Of course he is! So we shouldn’t be surprised at anything our eyes might
see as Satan is much more experienced now than he was when he deceived our first parents in the
Garden.

In Revelation 13:13, 14 it says Satan is able to do great wonders, so that he “makes fire come down from
heaven on the earth in the sight of men. And deceives them that dwell on the earth by the means of
those miracles which he had power to do”, and not what he pretends to do. And 2 Corinthians 11:14
says Satan can transform himself “into an angel of light.” Sodon’t think that he’s a novice at things like
this, because he’s had 6,000 years to perfect his art of deceptlon, and he knows just where your weak
spot is. That’s why it’s so important that we have what the Bi le calls Victory over sin. If we are going
to be commandment keepers, then we must stop committing sin, does that make sense? Satan can
transform himself friends, which means that we need the _'wer of the Holy Spirit in order to be
transformed by the renewing of our mind as it says in Romans 12:2 if we’re going to be able to resist
him. Remember what it says in James 4:7, “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he
will flee from you.” That’s God’s promise! So, it takes more than submitting, doesn’t it? Even after
submitting we must still resist, that’s part of the spiritual war We re all involved in, and once we resist,
then the devil has to leave and go find someone else to te .’ |n ||
il

Now, as I mentioned before, Satan knows the Scriptures ;,"i d e will repeat some of the same glorious
heavenly truths that Jesus uttered, and he will heal the s li! and perhaps cast out his own demons to
make it look good. And in his assumed character of Christ, guess;what he’s going to do? It’s what the
great controversy has been all about all along. From t ing, when there was war in heaven,
it has been Satan’s purpose to overthrow God’sl 0. Law, and even though he was cast
out of heaven for hlS rebelhon, he has conti th ight here on earth. To decelve us

d’leaius to trans 285 God’s law, is the




But we need to remember this one thing friends, the Bible will never be superseded by miraculous
manifestations or beautiful platitudes that go contrary to what is already written. God said,
“remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy”, and Satan has no authority or power to change what
divine authority has written with His own finger on tables of stone.

When Satan, in his assumed Character of Christ, makes the pronouncement that the day of worship
has been changed, it’s going to be a strong, almost overmastering delusion to go contrary to what he
says. And of course, the majority will go along with it because that’s what they’ve always believed.
They’ve gone to church on Sunday their whole lives. In fact, Sunday has been mistakenly honored by
Christians for nearly 2,000 years, and their pastors have told them this is the right day, and
unfortunately the majority will believe that this Christ who stands before them is the Son of God who
has come to take them to their heavenly home, but it’s all a big fat lie!

Again, think this scenario of Satan impersonating Christ is farfetched? Better think again, because this
world is already primed for it. Not only do many people believe we’re being visited by aliens from
other planets, but for years Hollywood has given the world what they want in the way of blockbuster
movies and novels about this very thing. Satan has inspired men to make these movies and write these
novels, and he’s done it for a reason, and don’t you think he will take advantage of it as he prepares to
impersonate Christ who will come from outer space? Of course, he will.

Remember the story about how the Samaritans were deceived by Simon Magus the sorcerer? In Acts
8:10 it says that the multitudes, from the least to the greatest, gave heed to these sorceries, saying,

“This man is the great power of God.” And this will be th titude of the majority once again when
Satan pretends to be Christ. Why do I say the ma]orlty? It’s because that’s what Jesus said would
happen in the last days, and it’s not going to be any dlfgg.’rent just f&»re the real Jesus returns.
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God’s people have always been in the minority right frorri thé yeginning, and that’s the way it is today.
In Matthew 7:13, 14 Jesus said, “wide is the gate and br(pad 13 the way that leads to destruction and
many there be which go in there at, because straight is th ,F gate ‘and narrow is the way that leads to life,
and few there be that find it.” What road are you on my friend? Are you on the broad way or the
narrow way? Are you one of the remnant, the elect of GodJ or will you be one of those who will
persecute those who keep the commandments of God and The faith of Jesus?
[ I '

Yes, the majority will be fooled, but the small remna ‘ ’]'l & f‘ead about earlier will not be misled,
” criptures in several ways. Satan may look

because the teachings of this false Christ are contrary to the
and sound like Christ when he impersonates Him, but God is not.going to permitted him to counterfeit
the manner in which Christ comes. Jesus warned us ption upon this very point, and has
clearly told us exactly how He’s coming. This is very .' wle better read it. Matthew 24:24-27.
Iesu.s said, “There shall arise false Chrlsts, an e/ pI 111
: :somugI} that, if it were le, th
herefore if they sl



Remember in the Old Testament when we were warned about trying to contact the dead? The Bible
calls then “familiar spirits” because they are people we once knew; they are familiar to us, but they are
evil spirits. You can read that in Isaiah 8:19. And so, Satan and his angels are well practiced when it
comes to impersonating whoever they want. And why are we warned about trying to contact the dead?
It’s because they are dead, and they don’t come back to life until Jesus raises them at the sound of the
trumpet when He returns.

And so, when Satan tries to impersonate Christ, he will not be able to duplicate His coming the way the
Bible describes. In other words, he will have to walk upon the earth and do what he can to convince
people that he is the long looked for Mesiah. He will look like Christ and act like Christ and talk like
Christ, but it will not be Christ.

The only ones who will not be deceived when Satan comes with his last great deception will be those
who know their Bibles, but that’s not enough, because the devil knows the Bible better than any of us.
We also have to have something the devil doesn’t have, and that is, a love of the truth. Knowing the
Scriptures and loving the Scriptures are the two things that will shield us from the powerful delusion
that takes the world captive. Friends, if we don’t know what the Bible teaches, and if we don’t love the
truth the Bible teaches, we will be in danger of yielding to the evidence of our senses rather than a thus
saith the Lord.

You know, the watchword of the Protestant Reformation was “the Blble and the B1ble only as the rule
of faith and practice”, but what about today? We cannot rely upon “my pastor says”, or “that’s how I
was raised to believe.” We must know the Scriptures for o1 ves and love the One who is the way,
the truth, and the life. That’s the only thing that’ sgo through the days ahead when Satan
pretends to be Christ. Don’t let that day come upon y because that’s the way it will come
upon nearly the whole world, and unfortunately they will fall

ierce anger of the Lord is soon to come.
ith mercy upon the worshippers of the
agenda, and I pray that it will not come

And so my friends, get ready, get ready, get ready! Because
Revelation 14:10 says God’s wrath will be poured out un
false Christ and all those who have had a part in facilitatin,
upon anyone within the hearing of my voice this morning
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